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AP® Lit Writing Rubric 
 

Criteria AP® Lit Skill Excellent Good Satisfactory Needs 

Improvement 
Overall 
Paragraph 

LAN-7.A - Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a 
claim that requires defense with evidence from the 
text and 2) the evidence itself.  

    

Comments: 

 

 

 

Thesis LAN-7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a 
defensible claim about an interpretation of 
literature and that may establish a line of 
reasoning. 

    

Comments: 

 

 

 

Organization 
& Reasoning 

LAN-7.C Develop commentary that establishes and 
explains relationships among textual evidence, the 
line of reasoning, and the thesis. 

    

Comments: 

 

 

 

Textual 
Support 

LAN-7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient 
evidence to both develop and support a line of 
reasoning. 

    

Comments: 

 

 

 

Control of 
the Elements 

LAN-7.E  Demonstrate control over the elements of 
composition to communicate clearly. 

    

Comments: 

 

 

 

Total Score: _______/______ 
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See reverse for essential knowledge associated with each skill 
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AP® English Literature Essential Skills & Knowledge 

LAN-7.A - Develop a paragraph that includes 1) a claim that requires defense with evidence from the text and 2) the evidence itself. 
LAN-1.A In literary analysis, writers read a text closely to identify details that, in combination, enable them to make and defend a claim about an aspect of the text.  
LAN-1.B A claim is a statement that requires defense with evidence from the text.  
LAN-1.C In literary analysis, the initial components of a paragraph are the claim and textual evidence that defends the claim. 

 
LAN-7.B Develop a thesis statement that conveys a defensible claim about an interpretation of literature and that may establish a line of 
reasoning. 
LAN-1.D A thesis statement expresses an interpretation of a literary text and requires a defense through use of textual evidence and a line of reasoning, both of which are explained 
in an essay through commentary.  
LAN-1.E A thesis statement may preview the development or line of reasoning of an interpretation. This is not to say that a thesis statement must list the points of an interpretation, 
literary elements to be analyzed, or specific evidence to be used in the argument. 

 
LAN-7.C Develop commentary that establishes and explains relationships among textual evidence, the line of reasoning, and the thesis. 
LAN-1.F A line of reasoning is the logical sequence of claims that work together to defend the overarching thesis statement.  
LAN-1.G A line of reasoning is communicated through commentary that explains the logical relationship between the overarching thesis statement and the claims/evidence within 
the body of an essay. 
LAN-1.M The body paragraphs of a written argument develop the reasoning and justify claims using evidence and providing commentary that links the evidence to the overall thesis. 
 LAN-1.N Effective paragraphs are cohesive and often use topic sentences to state a claim and explain the reasoning that connects the various claims and evidence that make up the 
body of an essay 
LAN-1.U More sophisticated literary arguments may explain the significance or relevance of an interpretation within a broader context, discuss alternative interpretations of a text, 
or use relevant analogies to help an audience better understand an interpretation. 

 
LAN-7.D Select and use relevant and sufficient evidence to both develop and support a line of reasoning. 
LAN-1.H Writers use evidence strategically and purposefully to illustrate, clarify, exemplify, associate, amplify, or qualify a point.  
LAN-1.I Evidence is effective when the writer of the essay uses commentary to explain a logical relationship between the evidence and the claim.  
LAN-1.J Evidence is sufficient when its quantity and quality provide apt support for the line of reasoning.  
LAN-1.K Developing and supporting an interpretation of a text is a recursive process; an interpretation can emerge from analyzing evidence and then forming a line of reasoning, or 
the interpretation can emerge from forming a line of reasoning and then identifying relevant evidence to support that line of reasoning. 
LAN-1.V Textual evidence may require revision to an interpretation and a line of reasoning if the evidence does not sufficiently support the initial interpretation and line of 
reasoning. 

 
LAN-7.E  Demonstrate control over the elements of composition to communicate clearly. 
LAN-1.L Grammar and mechanics that follow established conventions of language allow writers to clearly communicate their interpretation of a text. 
LAN-1.O Coherence occurs at different levels in a piece of writing. In a sentence, the idea in one clause logically links to an idea in the next. In a paragraph, the idea in one sentence 
logically links to an idea in the next. In a text, the ideas in one paragraph logically link to the ideas in the next. 
LAN-1.P Writers achieve coherence when the arrangement and organization of reasons, evidence, ideas, or details is logical. Writers may use transitions, repetition, synonyms, 
pronoun references, or parallel structure to indicate relationships between and among those reasons, evidence, ideas, or details. 
LAN-1.Q Transitional elements are words or other elements (phrases, clauses, sentences, or paragraphs) that assist in creating coherence between sentences and paragraphs by 
showing relationships between ideas. 
LAN-1.R Writers convey their ideas in a sentence through strategic selection and placement of phrases and clauses. Writers may use coordination to illustrate a balance or equality 
between ideas or subordination to illustrate an imbalance or inequality.  
LAN-1.S Writers use words that enhance the clear communication of an interpretation.  
LAN-1.T Punctuation conveys relationships between and among parts of a sentence. 
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LAN-1.W Writers must acknowledge words, ideas, images, texts, and other intellectual property of others through attribution, citation, or reference. Note: Students are not 
expected to use a specific attribution style (like MLA) within the timed essays on the AP Exam, but should follow such guidelines for any extended papers they develop in class 
through multiple revisions. 



Possible Books to Choose From: 
*Please make sure the book you choose is new to you: NO REREADS! 

*If you would like to choose a book that is NOT featured on this list, email me. Happy 
reading! 

800 BC – The Iliad - Homer 
800 BC – The Odyssey – Homer 
700 AD – Beowulf - Unknown 
1811 – Sense and Sensibility – Jane Austen 
1813 – Pride and Prejudice – Jane Austen 
1815 – Emma – Jane Austen 
1838 – Oliver Twist – Charles Dickens 
1847 – Wuthering Heights – Emily Brontё 
1847 – Jane Eyre – Charlotte Brontё 
1850 – The Scarlet Letter – Nathaniel Hawthorne 
1869 – Little Women – Louisa May Alcott 
1884 – Adventures of Huckleberry Finn –Mark Twain 
1897 – Dracula – Bram Stoker 
1891 – The Picture of Dorian Gray – Oscar Wilde 
1902 – Heart of Darkness – Joseph Conrad 
1903 – The Call of the Wild – Jack London 
1911 – Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton 
1918 – My Antonia – Willa Cather 
1925 – The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 
1925 – Mrs. Dalloway – Virginia Woolf 
1926 – The Sun Also Rises – Ernest Hemingway 
1937 – The Hobbit – J.R.R Tolkien 
1937 – Their Eyes Were Watching God – Zora Neale 
Hurston 
1937 – Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 
1939 – The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck 
1945 – Animal Farm – George Orwell 
1951 – The Catcher in the Rye – J.D. Salinger 
1952 – Invisible Man - Ralph Ellison 
1952 – East of Eden – John Steinbeck 
1954 – Lord of the Flies – William Golding 
1958 – Things Fall Apart – Chinua Achebe 
1959 – A Separate Peace – John Knowles 
1960 – To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee 
1963 – The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 
1965 – The Crying of Lot 49 – Thomas Pynchon 
1969 – Slaughterhouse-Five – Kurt Vonnegut 
1970 – The Bluest Eye – Toni Morrison 
1970 – Grendel – John Gardner 
1982 – The Color Purple – Alice Walker 
1985 – The Handmaid’s Tale – Margaret Atwood 
1990 – The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien 
1996 – Push – Sapphire 

1997 – Memoirs of a Geisha – Arthur Golden 
1998 – The Poisonwood Bible – Barbara Kingsolver 
2000 – White Teeth – Zadie Smith 
2003 – The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 
2001 – Bel Canto – Ann Patchett 
2001 – Life of Pi – Yann Martel 
2002 – All Over Creation – Ruth Ozeki 
2005 – The Memory Keeper’s Daughter – Kim 
Edwards 
2005 – Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close – 
Jonathan Safran Foer 
2006 – The Road – Cormac McCarthy 
2010 – Room – Emma Donaghue 
2012 – Salvage the Bones – Jesmyn Ward 
2014 – Americanah – Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
2014 –  All the Light We Cannot See – Anthony Doerr 
2015 – Go Set a Watchman – Harper Lee 
2017 – Sing, Unburied, Sing – Jesmyn Ward 
2017 – Pachinko – Min Jin Lee 
2017 – Homegoing – Yaa Gyasi 
2018 – Where the Crawdads Sing – Delia Owens 
2019 – Little Fires Everywhere – Celeste Ng 
2019 – On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous – Ocean 
Vuong 
2021 – Cloud Cuckoo Land – Anthony Doerr 
2023 – Demon Copperhead – Barbara Kingsolver 
2023 – Tom Lake – Ann Patchett 
2024 – James – Percival Everett 

Suggested Plays: 
Antigone – Sophocles 
Any Shakespearean play 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof – Tennessee Williams 
The Glass Menagerie – Tennessee Williams 
The Crucible – Arthur Miller 
Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller 
Hedda Gabler – Henrik Ibsen 
A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry 
Our Town – Thornton Wilder 
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? – Edward Albee 
Equus – Peter Shaffer 
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